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Taxation has wide-ranging implications for global as well as domestic
orders, ranging from budgets and public finances to inequality, the so-
cial fabric of societies, and worldwide competition for corporate pro-
fits. Since the global financial crisis of 2008 in particular, taxation and
the reform of tax systems have become talking points in many parts of
the North Atlantic world. The current interest in taxation is welcome,
but many of the issues raised more recently have long histories that
deserve to be studied in their own right. This international symposium
calls on historians and historically-minded sociologists and political
scientists with different geographical specializations to engage with
the topic of taxation from a wide variety of angles.
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