
 

 
Seite 1/4 

 

Curriculum Vitae Prof. Dr. Madeleine Herren-Oesch 
Research focuses on Global History of the 19th and 20th centuries, European Global Studies with 
focus on Asia, on boundaries and their transgression, on concepts of the mutual influence of global, 
local and national actors, and on the transfer of knowledge and information. 
 
Education 

1997 Habilitation (second book publication) at the University of Bern with venia docendi for 
Modern History on «Hintertüren zur Macht. Internationalismus und 
modernisierungsorientierte Außenpolitik in Belgien, der Schweiz und den USA 1865–
1914» («Backdoors to Power. Internationalism and Modernisation-Oriented Foreign 
Policy in Belgium, Switzerland, and the USA, 1865–1914»)  

 

1989 Doctorate on «Internationale Sozialpolitik vor dem Ersten Weltkrieg aus der Perspektive 
der Dritten Französischen Republik» («International Social Policy before World War I 
from the Perspective of the French Third Republic»)  

 

Professional Career  
since 2013 Full Professor of Modern History and Director of the Institute for European Global Studies, 

University of Basel 
2012–2013 Vice dean Faculty of Philosophy, Heidelberg University 

 

2007–2012 Co-Director Cluster of Excellence «Asia and Europe in a Global Context», Heidelberg 
University  

 

2004–2013 Full Professor of Modern History, Heidelberg University 
2011 Professeure invitée à la Maison de l’Histoire, Université de Genève  

 

1998–2004 Assistant Professor of Modern History, Philosophical Faculty I, University of Zurich  
 

1996–2000 Head of research project «Internationalisierungsstrategien als Instrument 
schweizerischer Außenpolitik» («Internationalisation Strategies as an Instrument of 
Swiss Foreign Policy», National Research Programme NFP-42) 

 

1993–1996 Habilitation (post-doc thesis) supported by the Swiss National Science Foundation 
 
 
Review functions and advisory boards (selection) 
Reviewer for DFG, SNSF, Alexander von Humboldt-Foundation, NWO, Volkswagen Stiftung  
Member of the Swiss National Research Council, Humanities and Social Science Division, SNSF 
Vice-president elected of the Humanities and Social Science Division, SNSF for 2018 
Scientific advisory board Leibniz-Institut für Europäische Geschichte Mainz 
External member of the University Council, Heidelberg University 
Member of Museum Committee, Museum der Kulturen, Basel 
President Diplomatic Documents of Switzerland 
Comité scientifique la revue Monde(s) 
Editorial member Comparativ - Zeitschrift für Globalgeschichte 
Editorial board Schweizerische Zeitschrift für Geschichte 
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Selection of ongoing Research Projects and Databases 
 
Global History of Swiss Diplomacy 
http://www.europa.unibas.ch/de/aktuelles/nachrichten/details/news/research-project-on-global-history-of-
swiss-diplomacy/  
 
Exchange Ships: A Paradigm in global Diplomacy. Swiss Diplomacy and „Good Offices“ in Asia  during 
World War II 
https://swiss-diplo.ch/projekt/exchange-ships 
 
Asian Directories and Chronicles case study 
https://www.data-futures.org/asian-dirs.html 
 
Global Information at a Glance: Power, Law, and Commerce through the Lens of Asia Directories 
https://researchnavigator.philhist.unibas.ch/en/projects/global-information-at-a-glance-power-law-and-
commerce-through-the-lens-of-asia-directories 
 
Database LONSEA 
http://www.lonsea.de/pub/contact 
 
With Glenda Sluga et al., Sites of International Memory 
https://sitesofinternationalmemory.wordpress.com 
 
Global Politics on Screen. A Japanese Film on the Lytton Commission in 1932, with Cornelia Knab and 
Eric Lars Decker 
http://kjc-sv013.kjc.uni-heidelberg.de/gpos 
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Selection of Publications  
 
For full list see: 

https://www.europa.unibas.ch/de/ueber-uns/personen/direktorium/madeleine-herren/ 
 

Madeleine Herren, Exchange Ships: A Paradigm in Global Diplomacy  
https://swiss-diplo.ch/projekt/exchange-ships 
 
Madeleine Herren, Transculturality, Or, How to Find Europe beyond Eurocentrism, in: Engaging 
Transculturality, ed by Christiane Brosius et al., London: Routledge, in print. 
 
Madeleine Herren, A Global History of Governance, Chapter 8 in: The Oxford Handbook of Governance 
and Limited Statehood, ed. By Thomas Risse, Tanja A. Börzel, Anke Draude, in print, 148–166. 
 
Madeleine Herren, Book reviews: Guy Fiti Sinclair, To Reform the World, in: Journal of the History 
of International Law 19 (2017), 531–535. 
 
Madeleine Herren, Fascist Internationalism, in: Glenda Sluga, Patricia Clavin (eds.), 
Internationalisms: A Twentieth Century History, Cambridge University Press, Cambridge 2017: 
191–212. 
 
Madeleine Herren, Diplomatie im Fokus der Globalgeschichte, Neue Politische Literatur, 61/3 
(2016): 413–438. 
 
Madeleine Herren, International Organizations, 1865–1945, Chapter 4, in: Jacob Katz Cogan, Ian 
Hurd, Ian Johnstone (eds.), The Oxford Handbook of International Organizations, Oxford University 
Press, Oxford 2016: 91–112. 
 
Madeleine Herren, Gender and International Relations through the Lens of the League of Nations, 
in: Glenda Sluga, Carolyn James (eds.), Women, Diplomacy and International Politics since 1500, 
Routledge 2016: 182–201. 
 
Madeleine Herren (zusammen mit Axel Michaels u.a.): Nepalese History in A European Experience: A 
Case Study in Transcultural Historiography, in: History and Theory 55 (2016) 2, S. 210–232. 
 
Madeleine Herren (ed.), Networking the International System: Global Histories of International 
Organizations, Springer 2014. 
 
Madeleine Herren, European Global Studies: The Historicity of Europe’s Global Entanglements 
with a Focus on Interdisciplinary Research, in: Global Europe. Basel Papers on Europe in a Global 
Perspective 105 (2014), pp. 6–16. 
Madeleine Herren, Between Territoriality, performance, and Transcultural Entanglement (1920–
1939): A Typology of Transboundary Lives, in: Madeleine Herren, Isabella Löhr (eds.), Lives 
beyond Borders, A Social History, 1880–1950, Comparativ 23/6 (2013): 100–124.  
 
Madeleine Herren, Martin Rüesch, Christiane Sibille, Transcultural History. Theories, Methods, 
Sources, Heidelberg 2012. 
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Madeleine Herren, Internationale Organisationen seit 1865. Eine Globalgeschichte der 
internationalen Ordnung, Darmstadt 2009. 
 
Madeleine Herren, Sacha Zala, Netzwerk Aussenpolitik. Internationale Organisationen und 
Kongresse als Instrumente der schweizerischen Aussenpolitik 1914–1950, Zürich 2002. 
 
Madeleine Herren, Hintertüren zur Macht. Internationalismus und modernisierungsorientierte 
Außenpolitik in Belgien, der Schweiz und den USA (Studien zur Internationalen Geschichte Bd. 9), 
München 2000. 
 
Madeleine Herren, Internationale Sozialpolitik vor dem Ersten Weltkrieg. Die Anfänge europäischer 
Kooperation aus der Sicht Frankreichs (Schriften zur Wirtschafts- und Sozialgeschichte Bd. 41), 
Berlin 1993. 
 


