
Matter and Meaning:  
New Material Ecologies in Culture and History 

September 30–October 1, 2024 

Environmental Science Center (WZU), Room 201 

Prof. Dr. Simone M. Müller, University of Augsburg 

Matter and Meaning. New Material Ecologies in Culture and History, the 

second workshop in a series of three, investigates both material histories and the intricate 

relationships that exist between societies and their material and ecological environment. The 

workshop is informed and yet seeks to move beyond the ‘constructivist-essentialist impasse’ that 

has long dominated environmental history, for instance. Exemplified in the writings of Donald 

Worster and William Cronon, this impasse stands as the oscillation between an almost normative 

understanding of the existence of “pristine” nature—wilderness that needed protection from 

human destruction—before it shifted (almost entirely) to seeing nature as radically constructed. 

Notions of materiality (or ecology) have returned to the humanities via STS and particularly the 

writings of Bruno Latour who emphasized the importance of materiality and modes of existence, 

precisely at a time when the emerging internet seemed to make them obsolete. Karen Barad 

(Meeting the Universe Halfway), Jane Bennett (Vibrant Matter), or Donna Haraway (When Species 

Meet) have developed these approaches further seeking to develop a cultural theory that abandons 

a human dominated dualist ontology, alternatively extrapolating how nature|culture, mind|matter 

or human |non-human were historically and intellectually produced. Timothy LeCain argues for a 

neo-materialist history that acknowledges things as actors without falling into the trap of a material 

determinism. Inspired by New Materialism while also critical of it, this workshop discusses 

contributions curious to explore a theoretical position that deems these two polarized positions of 

a postmodern constructivism and positivist scientific materialism as untenable. Instead, it 

endeavors “co-constitutive ‘intra-actions’ between meaning and matter, which leave neither 

materiality nor ideality intact” extrapolating both how this plays out in history, social, and 

cultural studies and where the limits of such an ontology lies. 

September 30, 2024  

Arrival | Ankunft ~ 14:30 

15:00 Introduction|Einführung 

Simone M. Müller (University of Augsburg) “Making Matter Meaningful? New Material Ecologies 

in Culture and History” 

15:30 – 17:00 Thinking with Matter|Stoffgeschichten, Moderation Lothar Schilling  

Jens Soentgen (Universität Augsburg) “Stoffgeschichten“  

Christopher Schliephake (University of Augsburg) “Purple: On the Ecology of a Color in 

Antiquity)” 

Kirsten Twelbeck (University of Augsburg) “Wheat Matters” 

 

17:00 – 18:00 Austausch|Networking 

19:00 conference dinner Al Teatro, Bei St. Ursula 1, 86150 Augsburg 

https://www.uni-augsburg.de/de/forschung/einrichtungen/institute/wzu/anfahrt/


October 1, 2024 

8:30 – 10:00 CarbonCultures|KohlenstoffKultur, Moderation Benjamin Thober 

Evi Zemanek (Universität Tübingen) „Ein fossiler Brennstoff als Wissensquelle und Archiv der 

Naturgeschichte: Zur materiellen Ästhetik und anderen Bedeutung von Kohle“ 

Julia Ditter (University of Konstanz) “Coal”  

Florian Skelton, “A Neo-Materialist History of the “Carbon Budget” 

 

10:00 – 10:20 Coffee Break|Kaffeepause 

 

10:20 – 11:30 Erd-Wissenschaft|Soil-Science, Moderation Laura Bondl 

Lucie Leutenecker (Universität Tübingen) „Vom Erzählen lebendiger Böden im Anthropozän. 

Bodenkundliche Explorationen in den (Medien)Kulturwissenschaften.“ 

Jana Osterkamp (Universität Augsburg), „Moore als heilende Erden: Böhmens Kurorte und die 

Entstehung von Balneologie und Naturheilkunde“ 

 

11:30 – 12:30 Interdisziplinäres Rundgespräch “Matter, Meaning, and the Quest for 

Common Ground” 

Hubert Zapf (Universität Augsburg) im Gespräch mit  

Sven Reichardt (Universität Konstanz), Kerstin Schlögl-Flierl (Universität Augsburg),  

Katja Sarkowsky (Universität Augsburg), Corey Ross (Universität Basel)  

 

LUNCH |MITTAGESSEN 

 

13:30 – 14:40 War Essentials|Zur Essenz des Krieges, Moderation Maximilian Ringleb 

Ulrich Niggemann (Universität Augsburg), “Der Deutsche Bauernkrieg aus umwelthistorischer 

Perspektive” 

Lisa Kolb (Universität Augsburg) “Salpeter - eine kritische Ressource im Dreißigjährigen Krieg” 

 

14:40 – 15:00 Coffee Break|Kaffeepause 

 

15:00 – 16:10 Multispecies Matters | Multispezies Intra-Aktion, Moderation Linda Hess 

Marie A. Muschalek (Basel University) “The Stuff of Natural History: Animal Specimen 

Collecting and Taxidermy in the Age of Empire” 

L. Sasha Gora (University of Augsburg), “Heads and Tails and Roe: Storying Fish in the 

Environmental Humanities”  

 

16:10 – 16:50 Wrap-up|Abschlussgedanken: Matthias Schmidt (Universität Augsburg) & 

Daniel Rothenburg (Universität Konstanz) 

 

Head of supporting staff: Annette Bayer Sekretariat Globale Umweltgeschichte 

sekretariat.umweltgeschichte@philhist.uni-augsburg.de,  

with Sandra Hehlert-Friedrich, hilfskraft.umweltgeschichte@philhist.uni-augsburg.de 


